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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-3 are pending in the instant t application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Instant claim recites bonding an artificial nail to said nail, which is vague because 
it is not clear as to artificial nail is bonded to which nail. Instead, the claims should 
recite, "artificial nail is bonded to said fingernail". A correction is requested. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
4,552,160 to Griggs. 

Griggs discloses a method of attaching an artificial fingernail to the fingernail, 
comprising securing the artificial nail to the natural nail with an adhesive material 
comprised of ethyl alpha cyano acrylate material (abstract). The method particularly 
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involves coating the natural fingernail with a predetermined amount of adhesive material 
and then the artificial nail is held stationary with the natural nail (col. 2, lines 50-54). 
Griggs discloses that the adhesive material is a liquid (col. 3, lines 63-65). The cyano 
acrylate material of Griggs reads on the instant thermoplastic resin and hence Griggs 
anticipates instant claims. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 3,734,819 
to Knutson. 

Instant claims recite the limitation "useful for attaching tan artificial nail", which is 
an intended use and hence does not afford patentable weight. Thus, instant claims 
recites a solution comprising 1-5% PVA and an ethylene-vinyl acetate (EVA) emulsion. 

Knutson discloses an ethylene-vinyl acetate (EVA) emulsion adhesive and a 
process of producing the emulsion. The aqueous emulsion of EVA is produced by 
polymerizing a small amount of vinyl or vinyl alkylene material and polyvinyl alcohol 
(PVA). The emulsion contains from 1-20% or 1-5% PVA (col. 3, lines 10-16, lines 36- 
57). Thus, Knutson anticipates instant claims. 

Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an 
application filed in Japan on 7-2-02. It is noted, however, that applicant has not filed a 
certified copy of the application # 2002-193389 application as required by 35 
U.S.C. 119(b). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lakshmi S. Channavajjala whose telephone number is 
571-272-0591 . The examiner can normally be reached on 9.00 AM -6.30 PM 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Woodward can be reached on 571-272-8373. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Lakshmi S Channavajjala 
Examiner 
Art Unit 1615 
June 19, 2006 



